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Spring 2010 

RELIEF EFFORTS BUILD ON FOUNDATION OF 
ENGAGEMENT WITH HAITIAN COMMUNITY 
 

From the Executive Director 
By Paul Casey 
 

This newsletter follows the devastating earthquake of January 
12th, 2010.  Mirroring events in Haiti, much has happened 
here at the Colorado Haiti Project.  I hope this letter helps you 
understand the greatly increased scope of our work since that 
event.  We also send out more frequent updates through the 
eNewsletter (also available at www.coloradohaitiproject.org).   
If you would like to receive these eNewsletter updates, please 
contact the CHP office at (303) 938-5021, or send an email to 
Diana at dianahunter@coloradohaitiproject.org.  
 

Recent headlines show the news being made by the funders, 
governmental representatives and global scale NGOõs on large 
scale rebuilding of infrastructure in Haiti.  These deal with 
important agreements about much needed work.  However, 
the work at the grassroots level by organizations like CHP is 
assuring that the voice of Haitian people shapes decisions 
about their own future.  No matter how much funding pours 
in for well intended projects, if the people of Haiti are not al-
lowed to participate actively in their future, the promise of that 
future will greatly diminish.  As with all our work with various 
projects in the area of long-term sustainable development, 
CHPõs approach recently has been to actively engage the com-
munity so that they can identify the needs they know must be 
addressed. 
 

Just over three weeks after the earthquake, our assessment 
team (Board chair Don 
Snyder, board member 
Warren Berggren M.D., 
structural engineer Nic 
Remington and myself) 
travelled to Petit Trou 
the long way overland 
via Santo Domingo in 
the Dominican Repub-
lic.  Over the course of 
four days, we helped 
organize and facilitate 
various meetings where 
we listened to the com-
munity.  The first of 
these meetings was 
held at St. Paulõs the 
day after our arrival, 
and nearly 100 people 
attended.  Individuals 
were crystal clear in 
their analysis of what 
was necessary.   Subse-
quent meetings with 
community groups and 
many  one-on-one 
visits with individuals 

helped our team become even clearer about 
what the community needs. They articu-
lated the call for a response to extraordi-
nary hardship based on several difficult 
factors. First, there was a general break-
down in distribution systems.  At the same 
time there was a tremendous influx of peo-
ple from Port au Prince. This was coupled 
with the increased needs of hundreds of 
local families who were also displaced as a 
result of damage to their homes. Combining 
these two latter factors, over 20% of the 
population has been displaced.  Several critical issues people 
named were food, shelter, and the need for psychological help 
with trauma that pervades the entire community.  As he did 
after the hurricanes in 2008, following the earthquake Fr. 
Kesner quickly opened up the school canteen to provide food 
for the local community members (see photo of children lower 
left) and this program continues.   
 

In fact, we were the first agency of any kind to enter the re-
gion.  CHP has already mobilized resources and the first ship-
ment of food has arrived at St. Paulõs:  450 fifty kilogram bags 
of rice and beans, hundreds of gallons of cooking oil and fifty 
cases of fish which top off the list of local diet staples that will 
mitigate hunger.  In a meeting at Pied Morne with ten of our 
volunteer community health workers [see photo below] they 
were clear that they understood this type of relief was not a 
sustainable solution.  Without our suggesting it, they stated 
that people around Petit Trou would need to increase local 
food production.  Farmers from various zones who were mem-
bers of local growers associations but who were also represen-
tatives on CHPõs governing council and ADACPT (Association 
for the Development of the Area and Community of Petit Trou) 
stated something similar.  They did not want anyone to repair 
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CHP Responds to Haiti Earthquake 

CHP was the first agency of any 
kind to bring much-needed food 
and supplies into the de Nippes 
region after the earthquake. 

Volunteer community health workers met with the     
assessment team about needs in the community, includ-
ing the need for local food production and identification 
of displaced residents flowing in from Port au Prince. 


