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“The connection and experience of taking the shirts 
from party to student was simply magical. The op-
portunity to interact with the children who were ex-
uberantly affectionate as a group, and cautiously 
shy as individuals, was simply a gift.” --Barb Beaton, 
Theresa Henry Niebauer & Patti Tussey, 
BY ALISON SHARLEY 
 
Tie Dye for Haiti is a project dedicated to the 
memory of Bobby Niebauer 
(2/24/89-10/11/08). The pro-
ject's mission was to raise 
awareness for The Colorado 
Haiti Project, to create 700 tie
-dye shirts for the students in 
Petit Trou and to SPREAD 
THE JOY! For over a year 
Patti, Barb and Theresa orga-
nized and worked with vari-
ous partners, friends and fam-
ily to create the shirts.  On 
April 1, 2011 the women 
transported the shirts to the 
students at St. Paul School, 
and spent a week meeting 
with each class and distrib-
uting t-shirts to the individual students.  
 
In the process of distributing the t-shirts to each indi-
vidual student at the school, Patti, Theresa, and Barb 
became enamored with the students and curious to 
know more about their daily lives. This curiosity led 
to several “fact finding missions.”  Twice they went 
out before school to explore the lives of the students 
before the school day started.  By 6 AM the commu-
nities were buzzing with activity, people working in 
gardens, children feeding livestock and reading, while 
collecting water. They found students walking long 
distances, such as a tiny seven year old who spent 
two hours each way to get to school. On one occasion 
the women’s vehicle took a turn as a school bus with 

18 children clambering in for a ride to school! 
 
The second grade class and teacher, and a handful of 
students from grades 7, 8 and 9 shared some details 
of their experience at St. Paul’s School with the tie-
dye group. The youth spoke of spending time with 
their friends, and playing games such as soccer. There 
was the common theme of helping with household 
tasks both before and after school, such as feeding 

animals, carrying water, 
washing clothes and helping 
to prepare meals. And almost 
all work in their family gar-
dens to grow what food they 
can, while harboring great 
aspirations for a future differ-
ent from that of their parents. 
The second grade teacher al-
luded to a proverb that she 
hopes her students will “learn 
more than their teacher and 
so be successful.”  
 
 “Eske ou ka montre m’  
angle?” “Can you teach me 
English?” 

 
Many students spoke of staying after school to study; 
tutoring and supporting one another across grades and 
skill levels. Indeed, when school is out some students 
will be found studying together and working on the 
chalkboard. It is really clear that these children are 
thirsting for knowledge. They come right up to you 
and ask: “can you teach me English?” These kids 
don’t have electricity, so they will walk a mile to find 
a street light at night to study. They sometimes leave 
early to get to the street light ahead of time and get 
the best spot. They are always carrying books around 
to memorize and get their lessons done. 
 
Accordingly, the students expressed appreciation for 

 




