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Colorado Haiti Project:   Earthquake Impact Extends Beyond Port Au Prince – 
Will Cause Long Term Misery on Southern Peninsula
The particular danger for regions such as Petit Trou de Nippes is that they rely on Port au Prince as the lifeline for food and other resources.  The extreme disruption in Port au Prince means that relief to more remote areas will be a long time coming.   

The Colorado Haiti Project (CHP) has been providing community development services in the remote Haitian southern peninsular region of Petit Trou de Nippes since 1985.   In that time, the CHP has developed a primary and middle school, organized local health education and outreach, provided medical care, and developed water wells and other community resources.  Our work is offered as a cooperative project of the Episcopal Dioceses of Haiti and Colorado.  
In the wake of yesterday’s earthquake Haiti, the CHP continues its efforts to establish communications with our colleagues in the mission in Petit Trou De Nippes.  The St. Paul mission is approximately 80 miles west of Port au Prince, and communications have been cut by the disaster.  “We did learn that our priest, Father Kesner Gracia, and his family are safe,” said CHP Executive Director Paul Casey.  “We still have no word from any of our 53 employees at the St. Paul’s site.  Based on reports about significant damage from other localities on the southern peninsula, we have profound concerns about the wellbeing of our students, faculty, support staff and families in the area”,  Paul explained.  
With basic infrastructure lacking in many places even before this catastrophe, the damage from the earthquake will substantially set back recent efforts at development.   However, CHP’s focused commitment to long term sustainable development has established an extensive network of relationships that will address these new needs in the same way we have done over the past twenty years.  Our previous experience with hurricanes, drought and other misfortunes in Haiti has given us the perspective of the need to stay focused on the longer term impact of our work.     
A 15 member CHP medical mission team scheduled to depart for Petit Trou de Nippes from Colorado on Thursday, Jan. 14th  has delayed its planned trip until travel procedures can be reestablished.   We plan to send people to Haiti as soon as it is feasible to help respond to what we find on site.  The community infrastructure and relationships we have fostered over the years proved vital in assisting other agencies who don’t have established contacts in the region.

We have many calls coming in from people wanting to help.  While we are not a relief organization, and not operating in Port au Prince, we will gratefully accept donations that we can direct towards the Petit Trou region as the ongoing impact of this disaster on our region progresses.  We also have provided links to disaster relief organizations who have an established presence in Haiti and are best postured to provide immediate relief.  
You can give by contacting our website at www.coloradohaitiproject.org .  Please mark that your donation is for ‘where it is needed most’.
The Colorado Haiti Project is a Colorado-based not for profit organization that runs a school with approximately 500 students, a normal school for 130 teachers in training, a women’s center training local participants in trade skills for market products, an extensive network of women health volunteers working on maternal health and reduction of infant mortality, and a recently installed system of wells throughout the region maintained and repaired by local teams who have been trained to perform these tasks.  It conducts annual medical, education and more frequent insight missions, and is involved in environmental development.  We are beginning to work in the areas of agriculture and energy as part of our commitment to long term sustainable development of the region.
